WMS PTO Meeting MINUTES
January 28, 2026 - 6:00 pm, Conference Room
Online meeting: https://meet.google.com/rhc-poeu-zvn
Phone access: 1 262-682-3694 PIN: 337 801 443#

In attendance: Jenn Hemmingsen, Wendy Corelis, Claire Plechel, Laura Leese, Jen Bugge, Deanna
Morris, Lindsay Fiorito, Jeannie Donahue, Kate Bryan, Erin Toner, Monica Gerlach, Erica Beyer, Sarah
Ory

6:00 Call to order and Land Acknowledgement
6:05 Updates from Board Members, Administration, and Committee Members
. Principal/AP
e Updates from Principal/AP

o We’re in week 3 of BINGO at lunch! They've been using Wonderful Wildcat
vouchers for prizes, so please let her know if it's over budget..

o Edel Rodriguez will be here as a visiting artist. He’s an author from Florida, and
they’re still putting together the event roster

o Don’t forget Future Freshman Night is Feb. 11 at the high school.

Presidents
e PTOCC Updates

o Update from the superintendent about Al use. It’s one of the fastest-moving
issues they’re seeing in the district.

o Discussion of the district’s celebration of milestone events, now that Outdoor Ed
is being discontinued. This doesn’t directly affect WMS students, but the
elementary schools are thinking about alternative capstone celebrations for 4th
graders.

e Please make sure you're registering your students early for the next school year. They're
dealing with declining enrollment and appreciate as much planning time as they can get
e BYS Lead from Within Group launching in February - check it out!

Spirit Wear Coordinator
e Community Sports website is up and running. Will get input from the kids about what
they’re interested in for spring.

Volunteer Coordinators
e We had a very sweet hot cocoa, cool Jazz event back in December, and are

looking forward to connecting with the 8th grade banquet chairs to help as we
can. Are there other upcoming needs?

Treasurer
December 2024 Summary

Starting Balance (December 1): $76,930.55
Revenue:
e Spirit Wear Sales: $303.44
e 8th Grade Banquet Tickets: $82.23 (will be refunded)
Fall Ask Campaign Donations: $359.07
e Total Revenue: $744.74
Expenses:
e Check 4408: $200.00 (check that was part of the 24-25 budget)
e Staff Appreciation: $166.96


https://meet.google.com/rhc-poeu-zvn
https://meet.google.com/rhc-poeu-zvn

Individual Staff Grants: $360.00
Special Grants/Department Grant: $192.42
Vocabulary.com: $2,420.00

e Total Expenses: $3,339.38
Ending Balance (December 31): $74,301.63
Net Change for December: -$2,628.92
Outstanding ltems (not yet reconciled):

e PTO Dues Invoice 1031: $2,900.00

e Check 4435 (BISD invoice): $77.87

e Check 4436 (Joey Spitz stipend): $356.84

Fundraising

e No report

Secretary

| invited Kristen Gellert to the calendar so she can keep the school’s public calendar up to
date. Is there anyone else | should add to the calendar invite for our meeting?

Discussion of posting links to minutes and agendas on the school website and in the
newsletter. Jenn will do this

Discussion: We do a lot of discussion by email. Secretary will start submitting monthly
summaries in this space moving forward, so we’ve got a good record

JANUARY CORRESPONDENCE:

Eid Celebration Initiative: Woodward parent Merium Saidi proposed organizing an Eid
celebration in March 2026 to foster cultural sharing among BISD students. PTOCC Junior
Vice President Britt Gonsoulin connected Ms. Saidi with Woodward PTO leadership.
President Wendy confirmed she had previously contacted Ms. Saidi and will schedule a
meeting to discuss supporting families celebrating Eid and raising awareness within the
Woodward community.

Library Grant Request - Replacement Books: Librarian Joey Spitz requested a grant
of $825.51 plus tax for 33 replacement books through Follett Books (lifetime warranty
glue-bound editions). The request addresses lost and damaged popular titles. Mr. Spitz
noted this is his third consecutive year without a district library budget. PTO Board
discussed grant application process and confirmed that while Bainbridge Schools
Foundation is fundraising for new library books (arrival post-summer), this separate
request addresses immediate collection maintenance needs. Grant application process to
be completed through Grants Chair Lindsey.

Staff Appreciation



e Thanks to everyone who signed up for conference days food! Staff enjoyed lunch on
Wednesday, snacks on Thursday & breakfast treats on Friday.

e Valentine’s Day candy and treats are coming up next in Feb.
e We are also starting to plan for Staff Appreciation Week May 4-8 with a Farmer’s Market
theme. Stay tuned for more details.

8th Grade Banquet

e Jen Bugge and Laura Leese share that things are rolling along. The portable move is
complete! All the banquet items have been organized and stored at Commodore. As they
went through the portables, they sorted and catalogued everything they retained. They
are moving forward with the plan that everything will be reusable from year to year.

e They're still working through some financial considerations. Hope to know ticket costs
after midwinter break. Might have some financial requests at the next PTO meeting.

e Discussion of line item expenses

e Jenn suggests that we hold a work session specifically for funding discussions.

Communications
e Please continue to email me anything you would like to push out at
woodward.communications@bainbridgeptos.org
Grants Coordinator
Sustainability (open position — please help recruit!)
6:50 Board Business

e Approval of December minutes - Moved by Jenn, Seconded by Erica, approved.

7:06 Meeting adjourns



