
 
 

WMS PTO Meeting Minutes 
June 4, 2025 - 6:00 pm, Woodward Library 

In Attendance: Laura Fulton, Claire Plehal, Monica Gerlach, Karin Walker, Sara Ory, Wendy 
Corelis, Natasha Chang, Jenn Hemmingsen, Jeannie Donoghue, Jen Brugge, Renee 
Fitzgerald, Ali Garcia, Ali Keys, Stephanie Chamberlain, Sarah Mann, Lara Deits, Erica Beyer 
 
6:00 ​ Call to order and Land Acknowledgement 
6:05​ Updates from Board Members, Administration, and Committee Members 

o​ PTOCC Emergency Supplies Update 

▪​ All ordered items have arrived – Danielle said she will let us know when we can 

break items up into their buckets and place in classrooms (might be summertime).  

▪​ BCF grant application is moving forward. The next step is for BCF to raise funds from 
the community so they can award us the grant money – please donate by June 13. 
https://bcf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/grant?grant_id=34103&grant_cycle_id=1268  

▪​ MorePrepared fundraiser: we raised over $1,500, which will go towards purchasing 
batteries for flashlights (these will be ordered alongside other supplies that will be 
funded by any funds we will receive from Bainbridge Community Foundation (BCF)) 

o​ PTO positions for 2025-26 (Term start July 1st) - approved unanimously 
●​ New Slate - approved by email vote 

●​ 8th grade Co-President – Laura Fulton 
●​ 7th grade Co-President – Wendy Corelis 
●​ Treasurer – Monica Gerlach 
●​ Secretary – Jennifer Hemmingsen 
●​ Fundraising – Lara Deits and Stephanie Chamberlain Pirtle 
●​ Volunteer Coordinators – Erin Toner and Claire Plehal 
●​ Grants Coordinator - Lindsay Fiorito 
●​ 8th Grade Graduation Celebration Chair – Jen Bugge 
●​ Communications – Sarah Ory  
●​ Staff Appreciation - Sarah Mann and Teresa Yette 
●​ Spirit Wear - Erica Beyer 

●​ Positions still needed (I’ve sent something to Iris at Sakai to put in newsletter): 
●​ Sustainability Chair, co-treasurer, co-banquet lead 

o​ Stripe tax receipts and website integration– tabled until summer. 
●​ Principal/AP 
●​ Banquet 

●​ Report: Tried to trim the budget this year. T&C donated food and hired kitchen 
staff. Remainders were sold at school. Other sponsorships helped with costs. 
235 tickets were sold. Rather than renting, they built casino tables, purchased a 
10x20 tent for the cool-down zone, and purchased $1,000 in games instead of 
renting the game truck. The games brought different kids together, which was 
great to see. 170 volunteers. Still receiving receipts, but expect a small surplus, 
which they would like to give to the district to cover the hard costs for facilities, 
staff, and disposal fees. Since this is a committee decision, there was no vote, 
but Natasha advises that, given these changes, $21,000 should also be the 
proper budget for next year. 

●​ Treasurer 
●​ When looking at this year's budget process, we did a good job with everything we 

set at the beginning of the year. If we have another meeting before June 30, 

https://bcf.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/create/grant?grant_id=34103&grant_cycle_id=1268


 
when we’re supposed to have our 2025-26 budget set, it would be a good idea to 
plan for the entire year.  

●​ Secretary  
o​ Written report: I’ve created a shared folder for position descriptions and end-of-year 

reflections. If you haven’t yet had a chance to share yours, please upload them directly or 
email me at Woodward.Secretary@bainbridgeptos.org, and I’ll make sure it gets to the 
right place.  

●​ Volunteer Coordinators - We may need volunteers for the library next year (rotating 
displays, reshelving books every few days, etc) – will know more soon 
o​ Written report: We’re looking ahead to Field Day on June 20.  We’re also aware of the 

potential need for summer garden care and banquet portable organization.  Would love to 
follow up with banquet folks on that when they come up for air!  Erin and I are also 
wanting to talk with Jeannie and Kristin Gellert about being able to communicate directly 
with parents about volunteer needs next year, as waiting on newsletters was 
time-consuming and meant that we were often frantic before events.  1- having a way to 
do our own emailed requests for volunteers and 2- having a way to reach parents who 
are already cleared to volunteer, so there isn’t that awkward part where we have to tell 
people we can’t have them help.  We’re also looking at moving away from the Sign Up 
Genius platform, to something more streamlined. 

●​ Spirit Wear Coordinator 
o​ We have already secured print space with Bay Hay for September 17-19, so will need to 

give them quantities the first week of Sept for a merch delivery the week of September 
22nd. This would be for any new orders placed after selling at Back-to-School Welcome  
and/or an online order at the beginning of the year. 

●​ Grants Coordinator no report 
●​ Fundraising - nothing to report 
●​ Sustainability - no report 
●​ Staff Appreciation 

o​ This month, we’ll be putting together a basket of overflow goodies from Teacher 
Appreciation Week to share with staff. We’re also planning an End-of-Year Goodie Day to 
celebrate our amazing teachers one more time before summer (detailed TBD depending 
on budget actuals). A big thank you to all the families who joined the sign-ups and 
wishlists for Staff Appreciation Week in May!  Because of your generous support and the 
overflow goodies this month, we extended last month's appreciation for all of SBA testing, 
keeping our staff energized with a nice candy basket.  
We’re very grateful for your help in making a meaningful impact this year and showing 
our teachers and staff just how much they’re appreciated! 

●​ Communications - no report 
 

6:20 ​ Board Business 
●​ Approval of May minutes 
●​ Approval of new board members 
●​ Discussion of bylaws - changing next year’s targets for specialist consumables, teacher 

appreciation. Discussion tabled due to lack of time. 
●​ Approval of bylaws - tabled. 

6:30 ​ Feedback/questions from PTO general membership 
●​ Teacher’s lounge needs an upgrade! 
●​ Can we organize a group to help clean up the portables? 
●​ Other volunteer needs? Decorating the library and display case for monthly themes, etc. 
●​ Question: How wedded are we to the Wildcat logo? Could we entertain a redesign? 

6:40 ​ Meeting adjourns 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/110A9nKNSA5prg-KQtIr-Er59a6vXWAcV?usp=drive_link
mailto:Woodward.Secretary@bainbridgeptos.org

