
PTSO Minutes 
February 7, 2023 
 
Attendees: Megan Adcock, Beckey Anderson, Stephanie Buffkin, Julie Farley, Jenn Herrmann, Lori 
Hungerford, Jacob Jaffe, Kirstin Jones, Heather Jo Kochevar Lisa Marinkovich, Lindsey Marshall, Lee 
Muir, Sai Prakash Abdul Saidi, Shannon Taylor, Kristina Rodgers, Kate O’Brien 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:32.  
Minutes stand approve as submitted for January 2023. 
 
President – Shannon Taylor 
Kudos for the communications around Snowball, people felt it was very well publicized.  
Kudos to Patty for electronic check system, it makes the process so much easier.  
 
Communications – Lisa Marinkovich 
Happy to post anything necessary.  
Send out a reminder about Spartan Store. 
Thank you’s taken care of for the dance.  The kids are mostly handling it.  
 
Volunteer – Lori Hungerford 
Next event is Beyond BYS dinner. Thursday, March 2.  
Evening event as well as and College Information Fair.  It includes colleges and universities and some 
technical schools. We are providing dinner for the teachers/representatives who will be on-site. We 
will also provide truffles from Bon Bon as small gifts for the representatives.   
 
Sustainability – Beckey Anderson 
Mock ups are coming for the grad signs.  
Earth Service Corp decorated the recycled candy box.  
 
Candy Friday -Megan Adcock 
March, May and June still available for sponsorship. 
 
Class Representatives 
Freshman – Future Freshman night upcoming 
Juniors/Seniors – Beyond BHS night upcoming.  May need volunteers for that.  
Sophomores had a movie night that was very successful. 
 
Snowball Dance – Stephanie Buffkin, Julie Farley 
A huge thank you to all the people on the board who supported this event.   
Going forward we need many more students to help event, not just the students from leadership.  
They are hoping to have a spring dance in the Gym, perhaps the Spring Fling.  
 
GNO -Kate O’Brien 
Had a great fundraiser through Sr. Living 
Looking for more communication to be shared through the student community.  
 



Sai moved to adjourn the meeting, Kristina seconded the motion. Unanimously passed.   
 
 
Fireside Chat with BYS 
Courtney Oliver – Executive director 
Chase Myers – Counselor 
 
Primary focus of BYS is peer tutoring and mental health counseling. 
After 13 years old, a student can ask for services.  
Goal – provide safe space and always try to meet the student where they are at.  
 
Submitted Questions –  

• Appointment Request?  They would like students to come without parents having to be 
involved.  

• Is there a waitlist? – there are certain times they are unable to accommodate – currently do 
more than 100 hours of counseling.   

• Is BYS part of the school system?  They own the building, rent the land.  Every student signs in 
so the office can see where the students are. They work side by side with BHS.   

• What kind of services do you provide for students with special needs?  Do you provide social 
skills?  They can do individual work with the counselors.  If they start to see trends for a need, 
they will put a group together.  They let students ask for it instead of initiating.  

• What is the biggest issues you see? One of the big issues is students feeling academic stress 
and it stems from students, not their parents.  

• How do the kids learn about therapy? The kids have been very open and curious about what 
therapy and counseling is.  They are more comfortable with mental health conversations. 
Social, emotional curriculum is starting in elementary school, so this is introduced at an early 
age.  

• At what point is my teens marijuana usage a problem? Any level is concerning. At BYS they 
would be unpacking it, why do they do it, what does it do for them?  Until the reason is 
addressed the usage will not change.  

• What advice do you have for parents trying to help their children who are feeling so lost or 
uninspired in the world?  Students today have heavier thoughts.  The issues we used to see in 
HS, we are now seeing in Middle School.  So many feelings of being lost, uninspired.   

• What does healthy social media look like? Building alliances with others in the friend group.  
We as parents also have to model the behavior. Model Moderation.  Nothing is private.  

 
Comment:  You can volunteer with BYS and do service group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


